FOUNDERS ON  CITIZENSHIP: 
George Washington: “Citizens by birth or choice of a common country, that country has a right to concentrate your affections.”  Farewell Address, September 19, 1796.  “When we assume the Soldier, we did not lay aside the Citizen; and we shall not sincerely rejoice with you in the happy hour when the establishment of American Liberty, upon the most firm and solid foundations shall enable us to return to our Private Station in the bosom of a free, peacefully and happy Country.”  Address to the New York Legislature, June 26, 1775.  “All possess alike liberty of conscience, and immunities of citizenship. It is now no more that toleration is spoken of, as it was by the indulgence of one class of people, that another enjoyed the exercise of their inherent natural rights, for, happily, the Government of the United States, which gives to bigotry no sanction, to prosecution no assistance, requires only that they who live under its protection should demean themselves as good citizens in giving it on all occasions their effectual support.”  Letter to the Hebrew Congregation of Newport, Rhode Island, September 9, 1790.

Samuel Adams: “Let each citizen remember at the moment he is offering his vote that he is not making a present or a compliment to please an individual – or at least that he ought not to do; but that he is executing one of the most solemn trusts in human society for which he is accountable to God and his country.”  In the Boston Gazette, April 16, 1781.

