FOUNDERS ON  CHARITY: (see also Poverty)

George Washington: “Let your heart feel for the affictions and distresses of everyone, and let your hand give in proportion to your purse, remembering…that it is not everyone who asketh that deserveth charity.”  Letter to Bushrod Washington, January 15, 1783.

Thomas Jefferson: “I deem it the duty of every man to devote a certain proportion of his income for charitable purposes….However disposed the mind may feel to unlimited good, our means having limits, we are necessarily circumscribed by them.”  Letter to Drs. Rogers and Slaughter, March 2, 1806.  “It is a duty certainly to give our sparings [meager] to those who want; but to see also that they are faithfully distributed, and duly apportioned to the respective wants of those receivers. And why give through agents whom we know not, and in countries from which we get no account, where we can do it at short hand, to objects under our eye, through agents we know, and to supply wants we see?”  Letter to Michael Megear, May 29, 1823.

James Madison: “The government of the United States is a definite government, confined to specified objects. It is not like the state governments, whose powers are more general. Charity is no part of the legislative duty of the [federal] government. Speech in the House of Representatives, January 10, 1794.

