FOUNDERS ON  ARMS:

 Thomas Jefferson: “No freeman shall ever be debarred the use of arms.”  Draft Virginia Constitution, June 1776.

Noah Webster: “Before a standing army can rule, the people must be disarmed, as they are in almost every kingdom of Europe. The supreme power in America cannot enforce unjust laws by the sword; because the whole body of the people are armed, and constitute a force superior to any band of regular troops that can be, on any pretense, raised in the United States.”  An Examination of the Leading Principles of the Federal Constitution, October 10, 1787.

John Adams: “To suppose arms in the hands of citizens, to be used at individual discretion, except in private self-defense, or by partial orders of towns, counties or districts of a state, is to demolish every constitution, and lay the laws prostrate, so that liberty can be enjoyed by no man; it is a dissolution of the government. The fundamental law of the militia is, that it be created, directed and commanded by the laws, and ever for the support of the laws.”  A Defense of the Constitution of Government of the United States of America, 1787-1788.

A Pennsylvanian, The Pennsylvania Gazette, February 20, 1788: “Who are the militia? Are they not ourselves? It is feared, then, that we shall turn our arms each man against his own bosom. Congress have no power to disarm the militia. Their swords, and every other terrible implement of the soldier, are the birthright of an American…[T]he unlimited power of the sword is not in the hands of either the federal or state governments, but, where I trust in God it will ever remain, in the hands of the peop[le.”

