FOUNDERS ON THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION:

Samuel Adams: “What a glorious morning this is!”  Comment to John Hancock. At the Battle of Lexington, Massachusetts, April 19, 1775

Thomas Paine: “The Sun never shined on a cause of greater worth.”  “We have it in our power to begin the world over again.”  Common Sense, 1776.  “We fight not to enslave, but to set a country free, and to make room upon the earth for honest men to live in.”  The American Crisis, No. 4, September 11, 1777.

Captain John Parker, Commander of the Militiamen at Lexington, Massachusetts, on sighting British troops, April 19, 1775: “Don’t fire unless fired upon. But if they want a war let it begin here.”
Colonel John Brooks: “Under all those disadvantages no men ever show more spirit or prudence than ours. In my opinion nothing but virtue has kept our army together through this campaign.”  Letter written from Valley Forge, January 5, 1778.

George Washington: “Our cause is noble; it is the cause of mankind!” Letter to James Warren, March 31, 1779.  “It is yet to be decided, whether the Revolution must ultimately be considered as a blessing or a curse: a blessing or a curse, not to the present age alone, for with our fate will the destiny on unborn millions be involved.” Circular to the States, June 8, 1783.  Also the following: “The foundation of our Empire was not laid in the gloomy age of Ignorance and Superstition, but at an Epocha [Epoch] when the rights of mankind were better understood and more clearly defined, than at any former period, the researches of the human mind. After social happiness, have been carried to a great extent, the Treasures of knowledge, acquired by the labours [labors] of Philosophers, Sages and Legislatures, through a long succession of years, are laid open for our use, and their collected wisdom may be happily applied in the Establishment of our forms of Government; the free cultivation of Letters, the unbounded extension of Commerce, the progressive refinement of Manners, the growing liberality of sentiment, and above all, the pure an benign light of Revelation, have had a meliorating influence on mankind and increased the blessings of Society. At this auspicious period, the United States came into existence as a Nation, and if their Citizens should not be completely free and happy, the fault will be entirely their own.”
John Adams: “But what do we mean by the American Revolution? Do we mean the American war? The Revolution was effected before the war commenced. The Revolution was in the minds and hearts of the people; a change in their religious sentiments, of their duties and obligations….This radical change in the principles, opinions, sentiments, and affections of the people was the real American Revolution.”  Letter to H. Niles, February 13, 1818.

Alexander Hamilton: “It seems to have been reserved to the people of this country, by their conduct and example, to decide the important question, whether societies of men are really capable or not of establishing good government from reflection and choice, or whether they are forever destined to depend for their political constitutions on accident and force.”  Federalist No. 1, October 27, 1787.

