FOUNDERS ON America:

Patrick Henry: I am not a Virginian, but an American.”  Speech in the First Continental Congress, September 6, 1774.

Thomas Paine: “The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of all mankind.”  Common Sense, 1776.

Thomas Jefferson: “It is part of the American character to consider nothing as desperate; to surmount every difficulty by resolution and contrivance.”  Letter to Martha Jefferson, March 28, 1787.

John Jay: This country and this people seem to have been made for each other.”  Federalist No. 2, October 31, 1787.

James Madison: “Is it not the glory of the people of America, that, whilst they have paid a decent regard to the opinions of former times and other nations, they have not suffered a blind veneration for antiquity, for custom. Or for names, to overrule the suggestions of their own good sense, the knowledge of their own situation, and the lessons of their own experience?”  Federalist No. 14, November 30, 1787.

George Washington: “The name of American, which belongs to you, in your national capacity, must always exalt the just pride of Patriotism, more than any appellation derived from local discriminations.”  Farewell Address, September 19, 1796.  “The Citizens of America, placed in the most enviable condition, as the sole Lords and Proprietors of a vast Tract of Continent, comprehending all the necessaries and conveniences of life, are now by the late satisfactory pacification, acknowledged to be possessed of absolute freedom and Independency; They are, from this period, to be considered as the Actors on a most conspicuous Theatre, which seems to be peculiarly designated by Providence for the display of human greatness and felicity; Here, they are not only surrounded with every thing which can contribute to the completion of private and domestic enjoyment, but Heaven has crowned all its other blessings, by giving a fairer opportunity for political happiness, than any other Nation has ever been favored with. Nothing can illustrate these observations more forcibly, than a recollection of the happy conjuncture of times and circumstances, under which a Republic assumed its rank among Nations.”  Circulae to the Sates, June 8, 1783.

