FOUNDERS ON ADVICE:

George Washington: “Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark of celestial fire called conscience.” The Rules of Civility, circa. 1748.

Benjamin Franklin, Poor Richard’s Almanack: “Early to bed, early to rise makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise.” (1735)  “Wish not so much to live long as to live well. (1746)  “Strive to be the greatest man in your country, and you may be disappointed. Strive to be best and you may succeed.” (1747)  “A spoonful of honey will catch more flies than a gallon of vinegar.” (1748)  From his Autobiography 1771: “ Resolve to perform what you ought. Perform without fail what you resolve.”

Thomas Paine: “Moderation in temper is always a virtue, but moderation in principle is always a vice.”  Letter Addressed to the Addressers on the Late Proclamation, 1792. “The cunning of the fox is a murderous as the violence of the wolf.”  The American Crisis, No.1, December 19, 1776.

Thomas Jefferson: “Adore God. Reverence and cherish your parents. Love your neighbor as yourself, and your country more than yourself. Be hust. Be true. Murmur not at the ways of Providence. So shall the life into which you have entered be the portal to one of eternal and ineffable bliss.”  Letter to Thomas Jefferson Smith, February 21, 1825.  “It is of great impotence to set a resolution, not to be shaken, never to tell an untruth. There is no vice so mean, so pitiful, so contemptible; and he who permits himself to tell a lie once, finds it much easier to do it a second and a third time, till at length it becomes habitual; he tells lies without attending to it, and truths without the world’s believing him. The falsehood of the tongue leads to that of the heart, and in time depraves all its good disposition.” Letter to Peter Carr, August 19, 1785.

Lames Wilson: “In planning, forming, and arranging laws, deliberation is always becoming, and always useful.”  Lectures on Laws, 1791.

