INTRODUCTION 

 The following chapters will begin a discussion of the many National issues facing the Nation in 2010 and the 21st Century. This discussion will address these issues in the light of the preceding Part One on the Constitution and the twenty-seven amendments. The approach will be to see, under the Constitution, which level of government – the federal government, the states or the people - has the power granted to correct the mistakes that led to these issues over the last one-hundred years.
In order to do this one must be informed as to the events that have moved this Nation from a Republic to a Democratic Socialist Welfare State. In some respects it might be said that this assault on the Constitution almost began on the day it was ratified in 1788, as there were a few “factions” within the new federal government who were not too happy with this “new experiment” in a federalist government – one with very limited powers. Even after defeating the British to gain our Independence there were some who still held on to a monarchist type nation with a king and a parliament.
It is important to understand exactly what a “faction” is, and the best definition is found in James Madison’s Federalist No. 10 as follows: “By a faction, I understand a number of citizens, whether amounting to a majority or minority of the whole, who are united and actuated by some common impulse of passion, or of interest, adverse to the rights of other citizens, or to the permanent and aggregate interest of the community.” It is suggested that you read this essay by Madison to fully understand “factions”. 
By the beginning of the 20th Century there surfaced a new political philosophy called “Progressivism”. These were powerful individuals (factions) that desired a strong central government that believed that the citizens of the United States were incapable of knowing what the best form of government was for their well-being. What was keeping this small group somewhat in check was the limited powers that the Constitution and especially Amendment X of the Bill of Rights. (See Chapter 9 for a discussion on this amendment.)
The Progressive movement began as an offshoot from the nomination of William Howard Taft at the 1912 Republican Convention in Chicago, and became known as the “Bull Moose Party” by former President Theodore Roosevelt (President from 1901-1909) who sought the nomination but lost to Taft. Feeling that this was a betrayal of his Progressive Party and his supporters bolted the convention and ran against Taft and the Democratic nominee Woodrow Wilson, who was the governor of New Jersey. Wilson, of course, would become the 28th president of the United States in 1813.
Two significant amendments were proposed by the Congress, one at the end of Roosevelt’s term and the second at the beginning of the Wilson presidency. These were the XVI, which changes the method of taxation; and the XVII, which change the way Senators were elected. Both of these amendments were needed by those who espoused the Progressive philosophy and created the “power” for Franklin D. Roosevelt to pass his “New Deal” legislation, and later under Lyndon B. Johnson, he “Great Society”. By this time it was evident that the federal government had achieved almost everything necessary the Progressives had been working for since 1900. Only during the presidency of Ronald Reagan was there was a “slow down” of this ideology of the Progressive movement.
As the Congress, with the help of the federal courts, especially the Supreme Court, as well as liberal presidents to sign legislation, gained more and more power over almost every segment of our lives. This was mostly made easier due to the majority in the Congress were dominated by liberal democrats and moderate republicans. Only in 1994, when a conservation Congress, under the leadership of Speaker Newt Gingrich, were elected and able to again “slow down” the disastrous road to socialism. 
The effect of this Progressive Movement is not the real purpose of this section of this book, but in order to fully understand how our government’s irresponsibility by ignoring the Constitution of the United States over the last one-hundred years got us where we are today – 2010. The recession that began in the spring of 2008 with the collapse of the housing market, the financial instability of our automobile industry, and the failure of the financial market is directly due to the failure of our federal government to condone what was happening in the many years past. It must also be stated that the federal government was given “a free hand” to usurp the Constitution by both the states and the voters and must assume some of the blame.
There is one great thing that has taken place because of this failure by the federal government. It caused that “sleeping giant”, the conservative, to wake up and finally joined together as one in the TEA PARTY MOVEMENT (TPM).  The conservatives in this Nation make up over 35% of voters, which is twice that of the liberal (progressive), with the balance who are called “independent”. I must admit that, in my opinion, the term “independent”, in so far as politics are concerned, should be termed “I have no idea what I believe in!” 
Because of the TPM the mid-term election in November 2010 spoke loud and clear as to what the vast majority of Americans cares about and what they demand from their government. The burning question for the 212th Congress is did they hear what the people said. Hopefully, the TPM will constantly remind every member of the 212th Congress of what is expected of them. 
	
NOTE: Facts and information on the Progressive Party and references to the various presidents came from a number of websites, which may be accessed by using Goggle Search. 
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