DEFINITIONS:


DEMOCRACY: Government by the people; especially a: rule of the majority b: a government in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised by them directly or indirectly through a system of representation usually involving periodically held free 


elections 

In a direct democracy, the public participates in government directly (as in some ancient Greek city-statein modern Switzerland). Most democracies today are representative. The concept of representative democracy arose largely from ideas and institutions that developed during the European Middle Ages and the Enlightenment and in the American and French Revolutions. Democracy has come to imply universal suffrage, competition for office, freedom of speech and the press, and the rule of law. See also republic., and some cantons s, some New England town meetings
REPUBLIC:  a(1 : a government having a chief of state who is not a monarch and who in modern times is usually a president (2) : a political unit (as a nation) having such a form of government b(1): a government in which supreme power resides in a body of citizens entitled to vote and is exercised by elected officers and representatives responsible to them and governing according to law (2) : a political unit (as a nation) having such a form of government  

FEDERALISM: The distribution of power in an organization (as a government) between a central authority and the constituent units. One who is a supporter or advocacy of this principle. A centralist.

CENTRALISM: the concentration of power and control in the central authority of an organization (as a political or educational system).
FEDERALIST: 1: an advocate of federalism; an advocate of a federal union between the American colonies after the Revolution and of the adoption of the United States Constitution 2:  member of a major political party in the early years of the United States favoring a strong centralized national government.

WORLD FEDERALIST: 1: an adherent or advocate of world federalism 2: a member of a movement arising after World War II advocating the formation of a federal union of the nations of the world with limited but positive governmental powers.

ANTI-FEDERALIST: 1. One who opposed the Federalists principal of federalism, which created a strong central government. 2. One who opposed a Constitution, which advocated a strong central government, but believed in a limited federal government. 3. One who supported a Republic form of government.

