CHAPTER 1


If it be asked, What is the most scared duty and the greatest source of our society in a Republic? The answer would be, An inviolable respect for the Constitution and Laws– the first growing out of the last …. A scared respect for the constitutional law is the vital principal, the sustaining energy of a free government. Alexander Hamilton, essay in The American Daily Advertiser, August 28, 1794.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA


The Constitution was adopted by a convention of the States on September 17, 1787, and was subsequently ratified by the several States, on the following dates: Delaware, December 7, 1787; Pennsylvania, December 12, 1787; New Jersey, December 18, 1787; Georgia, January 2, 1788; Massachusetts, February 6, 1788; Maryland, April 28, 1788; South Carolina, May 23, 1788; New Hampshire, June 21, 1788. Ratification was completed on June 21, 1788. Virginia on June 25, 1788; New York, July 26, 1788; North Carolina, November 21, 1789; Rhode Island, May 29, 1790; and Vermont subsequently ratified the Constitution, January 10, 1791. (1).

I want to quote Alexander Hamilton in Federalist Paper No. 84, page 481, in his remarks that one of the objections to the plan of the convention ( to establish a Constitution) contained no bill of rights. (NOTE: All references to the Federalist Papers are taken from the soft cover edition of these articles as edited by the Penguin Group, Penguin Books USA, Inc., 375 Hudson Street, New York, NY 10014.)


“. . . Here, in strictness, the people surrender nothing; and as they retain everything they have no need of particular reservations, “WE the PEOPLE of the United States, to secure 

BLESSINGS of LIBERTY to ourselves and our POSTERITY, do ordain and establish this CONSTITUTION  for the UNITED STATES of AMERICA.” Here is a better recognition of popular rights than volumes of those aphorisms which make the principal figure in several of our State bill of rights and which would sound much better in a treatise of ethics than in a constitution of government.”


Hamilton felt that this Preamble spoke loud and clear that what followed in the body of the Constitution guaranteed that the rights of the people from whence the “power” to the government came would not be infringed upon. Strictly speaking, the Preamble is not a part of the Constitution, but “walks before” it. However, the convention, in their wisdom, did give the people a Bill of Rights, and set up under Article V the manner in which amendments to the Constitution would be proposed and how they would be ratified in order to become a part of the Constitution. Under Article V, it would take two-thirds of both Houses to propose an amendment to the Constitution; or, on the application of two-thirds of the State Legislatures, a Convention for proposing an amendment shall be called for, when ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the several states. This allowed for the first ten amendments, what we now call THE BILL OF RIGHTS, to be adopted. There were great differences between the two factions that were represented at the Convention to establish the Constitution. The Federalists, led by James Madison of Virginia, did not belie
ve that a bill of rights was necessary. The Anti-Federalist, led by another Virginian, George Mason, opposed the Constitution if it did not contain a bill of rights. Mason, I might add, was the author of the Virginia Declaration of Rights that inspired the federal bill of rights.


The Constitution, in the seven articles, outline the shape and form of how the several states would join together 

as one great nation for the good and general welfare of all the people. It is not my intention to go into any great detail in each article, but to point out certain sections that “we the people” should become more familiar with in order to understand what the Founding Fathers gave us. Nor is it my intention to try and quote extensively from the Federalist, but to offer enough comments by the Publius to add flavor to what thoughts lay behind the final draft of the Constitution. I trust that each of you will take the time to read these 85 articles as they were published in the New York newspaper in 1787. The reason for these articles appearing in New York newspaper under the pseudonym Publius was primarily due to the fact that the governor of New York, George Clinton, was opposed to the proposed charter. It was Alexander Hamilton of New York, in order to convince the populous of this home state, who began a series of essays to explain, as well as defend, the Constitution. Hamilton was joined in this attempt by James Madison and John Jay; and their effort became the authoritative analysis of the Constitution, just as meaningful and enlightening in the 21st Century as it was in 1787. I believe that too few citizens, as well as a large portion of our elected representatives, have never opened the covers of this most important and historic group of essays. To understand what makes America FREE requires reading and understanding what the Founding Fathers gave to each of us.

NOTES:

(1) The Constitution for the United States, Its Sources and its Application—Ratification. (www.barefootworld.net)

